
Put Me at the Center of My               
Housing Plan!

Moderator: 
Carol Napierski, Senior Vice President for Innovation & Development, NY Alliance



Meeting the Panelist!

Drew Webster:
Communications and Grants Coordinator, NYS Council 
on Developmental Disabilities 

Seth Greenman:
Co-Director of NYHRC &  Consultant, NY Alliance

Chris Liuzzo:        
Consultant, NY Alliance for Inclusion & Innovation



Put Me at the Center of My               
Housing Plan!

The WHY:
link to the video :https://youtu.be/DWAk56t3fRQ

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FDWAk56t3fRQ&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6a3e1f65458342d788a208de99704c1e%7Cea14c7e00d844c2fbb030585e16c86b6%7C0%7C0%7C639116904792261847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R69p%2FtS2Ysq8JBwRwnn00t8vm5RNkgiX3I0gEWXsL5I%3D&reserved=0


Mission: The mission of the New York State Council on Developmental Disabilities (CDD) is to enhance the lives of 
New Yorkers with Developmental Disabilities and their families through programs that promote self-advocacy, 
participation, and inclusion in all facets of community life.

• There is a Council on Developmental Disabilities in every State/Territory in the United States

How we work:
• CDD receives a small allocation of federal funding to do grant programs in New York State.
• Programs must align with the CDD’s State Plan.
• Programs are voted on and monitored by Council Members, 60% of which are people with developmental disabilities 

and family members of people with DD.

Today we will discuss the CDD’s investments in housing and our partnerships with the NY Alliance to support 
independent living and community-based housing options.
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What is  the CDD?

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES



In alignment with the CDD’s mission, we focus on supporting people with DD and their families to find housing options 
in the community. 

• Regional Housing Collaboratives: Regional Housing Collaboratives were established to bring together experts in 
housing, and to leverage community resources to expand community-based housing options for people with DD. 
This imitative also established a Master Housing Navigator in every region of NYS.

• Innovative Technology in Housing Initiative: This pilot program worked directly with people with dd by assessing 
their needs and providing enabling technology to act as a natural support, assisting individuals to live in 
community-based settings

• Housing Resources for Independent Living: Develops a centralized website featuring resources on non-certified 
housing options. The website helps people with DD and their families explore supports such as paid neighbors, 
live-in caregivers, benefits and more. 

• Bilingual Housing Navigation: Works with community-based organizations who serve communities whose 
primary language is not English, embedding person-centered principles and resources in their approach to 
housing. 
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T h e  C D D ’ s  H o u s i n g  P o r t f o l i o

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES



Grantee:  New York Alliance for Inclusion and Innovation (NY Alliance)
Project Duration: 5 years, starting in 2019

Project Impacts:
• Housing Collaboratives established in every region of NYS, bringing together providers, developers, municipal reps, 

and more.
• 29 people with DD were supported by Master Housing Navigators to move into non-certified settings, with 11 more 

completing their housing journey after the program's conclusion.
• Riverview Lofts, a Long Island development set-aside 10 units of housing for people with DD through their 

participation in the Regional Housing Collaborative.

Impact Videos:
• Housing Solutions for People with Developmental Disabilities: The Role of the Housing Navigator – 

YouTube

• Housing Solutions for People with Developmental Disabilities: A Success Story
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R e g i o n a l  H o u s i n g  C o l l a b o r a t i v e s

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAEysRKzUzw&list=PL4SGW2Ye1tFjs5r-ar3zTVFXo64r49zv7&index=2&t=56s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAEysRKzUzw&list=PL4SGW2Ye1tFjs5r-ar3zTVFXo64r49zv7&index=2&t=56s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAEysRKzUzw&list=PL4SGW2Ye1tFjs5r-ar3zTVFXo64r49zv7&index=2&t=56s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAEysRKzUzw&list=PL4SGW2Ye1tFjs5r-ar3zTVFXo64r49zv7&index=2&t=56s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HarK5wudjSY&list=PL4SGW2Ye1tFjs5r-ar3zTVFXo64r49zv7&index=4&t=393s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HarK5wudjSY&list=PL4SGW2Ye1tFjs5r-ar3zTVFXo64r49zv7&index=4&t=393s


Grantee:  Westchester Institute for Human Development (WIHD)
Project Duration: 3 years, starting in 2021

Project Impacts:
• WIHD partnered with the NYS TRAID Program (Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities) 

provides access to assistive technology for New Yorkers with disabilities
• 3 TRAID sites participated: 

• Southern Adirondack Independent Living Center (SAIL)
• University at Buffalo, Center for Assistive Technology
• Suffolk Independent Living Organization (SILO)

• Supported 13 people with DD in accessing technology giving them greater independence in their homes.

Impact Stories:
• Determined to Do It Herself • N&R Spotlight

• Better Living Through Technology • N&R Spotlight
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I n n o v a t i v e  T e c h n o l o g y  i n  H o u s i n g  I n i t i a t i v e

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

https://spotlight.newsreview.com/new-york-state-council-on-developmental-disabiliti/disabilities/determined-to-do-it-herself/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/new-york-state-council-on-developmental-disabiliti/disabilities/determined-to-do-it-herself/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/new-york-state-council-on-developmental-disabiliti/disabilities/better-living-through-technology/
https://spotlight.newsreview.com/new-york-state-council-on-developmental-disabiliti/disabilities/better-living-through-technology/


Grantee:  New York Alliance for Inclusion and Innovation (NY Alliance)
Project Duration: 5 years, starting in 2023

Project Impacts:
• The New York Alliance for Inclusion and Innovation unveiled the New York Housing Resource Center (NYHRC) 

website in January of 2025.
• The program is currently refining the website, developing new materials, and educating people with dd and their 

families on using the website and accessing community-based housing.

Project Website:
•  New York Housing Resource Center | Resources for Individuals with I/DD
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H o u s i n g  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  I n d e p e n d e n t  L i v i n g

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

https://www.nyhrc.org/


Grantee(s): Sinergia, Project Ready, CIDA, Center for Family Support,, New Beginnings
Project Duration: 1 year

Project Impacts:
• Students from Sinergia, Project Ready and CIDA successfully completed the Housing Navigation Course in the 

Fall/Winter of 2025
• Center for Family Support and New Beginnings are currently wrapping up 
• Post course activities include community trainings, events, workshops, and webinars and translation of materials.
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B i l i n g u a l  H o u s i n g  N a v i g a t i o n

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES



New York Housing 
Resource Center 



NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

Innovative Housing Projects

Balancing Incentive Program 
Grant
• Housing Navigation
• NY Housing Resource Center

2015

Statewide & Regional Housing 
Collaboratives Grant
• Housing Pilot
• Regional Housing Collaboratives

2019–2023

Housing Resources for 
Independent Living Grant
• NYHRC Redesign
• Resource Development

2023–2027



NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

Balancing Incentive Program Grant 2015

https://nyhrc.org/resource/rep

ort-to-the-housing-task-

force/

Report to the Housing 
Task Force

https://nyhrc.org/resource/report-to-the-housing-task-force/
https://nyhrc.org/resource/report-to-the-housing-task-force/
https://nyhrc.org/resource/report-to-the-housing-task-force/


NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

Statewide & Regional Housing 
Collaboratives Grant 2019–2023

• Funded by the Developmental Disabilities Planning 
Council (now called the Council on Developmental 
Disabilities (CDD))

• Regional Housing Collaboratives
• Master Housing Navigators
• Five-year housing pilot
• Develop education and resources on non-certified housing

• Statewide Learning Institutes
• Connect on Housing
• Technical Assistance



NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

A homepage of a housing resource center for people

Description automatically generated

https://nyhrc.org/ 

https://www.nyhrc.org/
https://nyhrc.org/


NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

NY Housing Resource Center

9 resource categories
Over 45 unique topics

Over 400 individual resources



NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

Your Guide to Housing

Housing 
Journey 
Podcast

Housing 
Resource 

Guide

Companion 
Piece



NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

Housing Journey Podcast
• Short audio 

sessions
• Three seasons

• Housing planning 
topics

• Triumphs and 
challenges of living 
in your own place

• Person 
Centeredness



NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

Housing Resource Guide
• Guide to understand 

the systems and 
options for housing.

• Person-Centered 
Thinking

• Certified & Non-
Certified

• Types of Housing
• Creating a Housing 

Plan
• Transition
• Sustaining



NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

Companion Piece
• Brings everything 

together
• Housing Resource 

Guide summaries
• Aligns to Housing 

Journey Podcast 
episodes

• Highlights more 
resources on NYHRC

• Record your key 
takeaways, thoughts, 
and questions



Next Steps

NY Alliance / CDD / NYHRC

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5R7RJKQ

Post-Session Survey

• Bookmark and Share 
www.NYHRC.org 

• Explore resources:
• Your Guide to 

Housing resource 
collection

• Resource categories

• Sign up for NYHRC E-
News mailing list

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5R7RJKQ
http://www.nyhrc.org/


Home | Home Is The Heart Of

https://kconnally2.wixsite.com/hhsl


Shared living is about relationships with vulnerable people, whose 
personhood has often been denied and who have been seen as “the 

other”.  

How do we promote and protect these relationships? 

How do we tell the story of genuine relationships between “valued 
persons” and persons often seen as incapable of being in 

relationship?
                                                                          

 George Fleischner





“My life does not fit in a drop-down box.

That box leaves out the mystery of my story.”



Shunryu Suzuki

In the beginner's mind there are 
many possibilities, but in the 
expert’s there are few.



Nothing is Pre-Determined

Blank Slate

Person-Centered Planning is Not an Event…It Is 
A Way of Being



Work is Interior

Turn the Beam of Inquiry Inward

Person-Centered Planning



Unleash a person’s story…no exceptions

Hear the unheard

Make the invisible visible

Deep listening



Longing

Invention

Justice

Resistance

What More is 
Possible



New York’s Paid Neighbor Origin Story

      



Keys to Life

Closing Thoughts

The Soundtrack of Connie and Jim’s Life

 “It’s an experiment…the agency is willing 

 to support this petri dish, our living experiment.

 

 We are building a very, very, very fine house”
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